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The rap about Rafi
    

    Two weeks ago I had the opportunity 
to interview Rafi Gavron with Matisse 
Emanuele. In Life Unexpected Rafi plays 
the bad boy Bug - spider web tattoos and 
all - who is dating Lux. When I asked him 
if he had any spoilers, Rafi said we should 
just watch it. “[Life Unexpected is] very 
different. It’s like nothing else on TV.”

    With credits like: Inkheart,  Rome, Nick 
and Norah’s Infinite Play List (and a pos-
sible role in Pirates of the Caribbean 4) 
under his belt, Rafi is without a doubt the 
most well known of the cast of Life Un-
expected. Rafi left school at 15, which he 
strongly advises not to do, and got his fist 
role in Breaking and Entering along side 
Jude Law. He considers himself incredibly 
lucky to have a successful career, consid-
ering how he spent most of his high school 
years. But, Rafi actually had quite 

a bit to say about staying in school. Some 
advice he had was “don’t grow up too 
quickly” and not to become “too mature.” 
Some of you may be looking forward to

Emilee-Ann Batista

(Cont’d page 2)

Artist of the month: Sung Hyeon Lee
Kim Garma

    If you look around the school, you will 
find art strewn all around. When you see 
something that catches your eye, you im-
mediately look closer and ask, “Who drew 
this?” or maybe that’s just me. Anyway, 
I spoke to Ms. Foster to find out who she 
thinks the Artist of the Month should be. 
With no hesitation, she came up with Sung 
Hyeon Lee, better known simply as Jake. 
He is a grade 11 student, who “has a good 
imagination and excellent technical and 
drawing skills,” as Ms Foster states. I had

(Cont’d page 2)A sneak preview of his Bill Gates portrait.

Rafi at my locker!
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The rap about Rafi cont’d
From page 1  - Special thanks to Matisse Emanuele

getting away from home and those 
annoying siblings you may have, 
but Rafi also said to “stay home as 
long as possible.” Having left home 
himself at 15, I can imagine why he 
would say that.

    When I asked him, “If you weren’t 
in acting, what would you do?” He 
replied enthusiastically with, “ex-
treme sports [and] stunts.” Rafi 
also said that “[he is] a huge sucker 
for Disney movies.” Some advice 
for the guys out there, when you 
like a girl, take her to your place or 
hers to watch a Disney movie and, 
according Rafi, “it’s a done deal.” 
But Rafi doesn’t just watch Disney 
to impress girls (not that he needs 
to try), he watches them because 
he likes those movies. He told us 
that he would have to make his two 

younger brothers watch them with 
him and they wouldn’t be as into it 
as him. 

    Next, I asked him if he would 
care to share any Hollywood mo-
ments with us, he said yes. He went 
to the CW to try out for a part in a 
spin off of Gossip Girl, and while 
he was waiting he noticed a picture 
of his good friend, Ed Westwick. 
He grabbed a permanent marker 
and started drawing all over the 
newly framed picture. Needless to 
say, Rafi didn’t get the part. But 
the spin-off was canceled, much 
to Rafi’s pleasure. Another time he 
was “sitting next to Megan Fox at a 
bar,” and as they were leaving the 
bar he took hold of her hand. When 
they reached outside there were 
many paparazzi. His girlfriend 

didn’t know about the dinner with 
Megan Fox and when she did find 
out, he was “In a lot of [crap].”

    As our interview wrapped up, we 
wandered the halls, and I took pho-
tos of the grinning twenty year old. 
“I love my fans,” he smiled, “the 
few I have, I love dearly.” As if on 
cue, screams of “I love you!” and 
“you’re so hot!” bombarded us. He 
good-naturedly and humbly called 
out “I love you too!”

    Rafi Gavron not only talks the 
talk, he walks the walk.

    You will probably (and hope-
fully)   see Rafi, along with the rest 
of the show cast and crew, roaming 
the halls in the next month or two.

Artist of the month cont’d
From page 1

the honour of interviewing this 
very talented student. We went 
for a walk around the school, and 
I found out more about this issue’s 
Artist of the Month, Jake Lee.

What kind of art would you say 
is your genre?
I would say painting.

When did you start drawing and 
painting?
I started when I was about 9 years 
old, but I only took it seriously 
about 2 years ago.

Where were you born?
Korea.

... We ended up in the library,  

where one of his friends joined us.

How are art classes different in 
Canada, than in Korea?
Here, they let you draw what you 
like and let your own personality 
come out. In Korea, they teach ba-
sic stuff, and everyone draws the 
same thing.

It’s been said that some Asian 
children are forced to do art. 
Were you forced to draw and 
paint? 
(Laughs) No. I do art for fun. I like 
to draw in my free time.

Who is/are your influence(s)?
My mom. She’s an art teacher.

Which artist(s) inspire you? 
The guy who cut his ear off. (We 

all try to think of the name and his 
friend suggests “Van Gogh”) Oh 
yes, Van Gogh. (Laughs)

Which artist(s) would you com-
pare your art to?
No one, really.

Can you believe it’s his first portrait?

(Cont’d page 3)
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(Cont’d page 3)

Artist of the month cont’d
From page 2                                                   

Would you say your artwork is 
unique?
(His friend laughs) I guess. Yeah

Do you have a self portrait?
I do, but it’s in my former school at 
Eric Hamber.

Are you working on anything 
right now?
I am. I’m working on a Bill Gates 
Portrait.

I would love to see that. 
(Laughs)

Do you want to continue with art 
after high school?
I want to take architecture. 

Do you have any hobbies, other 
than drawing or painting?
I play video games, tennis and I 
read from time to time. (His friend 
informed me that he reads comics, 
but he denies it.) 

Do you have a girlfriend?
(Friend giggles) No. Not right now. 

Most of us agreed that girls text 
more than boys do. Just out of 

curiosity, how often do you text?
What? Uh ... I don’t text. I call. It’s 
faster. 

Do you like Twilight?
I don’t know what that is.

Finally, can you do a portrait of 
me? Just kidding :)
(Laughs)

    As you can see, Jake is a very tal-
ented artist, and although he “loves 
art,” he wants to be an architect. If 
you think his Will Smith portrait is 
good, watch out for his Bill Gates 
portrait.

Five times the cheesy goodness!
Greg Wilton

    After a delicious four hours of 
nothing but pizza and Pepsi it would 
seem as though I finally came up 
with a decision as to where you 
can get the best pizza on the North 
Shore. After much deliberation, the 
number one place to eat in North 
Vancouver is….
Boston Pizza!! Hahaha no I’m just 
kidding, although I work there, we 
do not have the best pizza. Papa 
John’s, on the other hand, does!

    So let me bring you along on this 
sticky adventure.

PAPA JOHN’S
    The first location I visited was 
Papa John’s pizza, and believe me, 
it was by far the best pizza I ate that 
day. When you walk into any Papa 
John’s, you will almost always no-
tice how busy they are. So if it takes 
a few minutes for someone to get to 
you, my understanding is that it is 
totally normal and definitely worth 

the wait. After waiting 15 minutes 
for my pizza to be ready, the friend-
ly staff finally called my name. The 
first thing I noticed when inspect-
ing this pizza was how golden the 
crust was, and the cheese was that 
perfect combination of stringy, yet 
not stringy enough to get on your 
nose, like some other places we 
all know about *cough Pizza Hut 
cough*. The pizza I ordered was 
the Canadian, and I felt very proud 
after eating it. All together I would 
highly recommend trying Papa 
John’s before you go home today, 

seriously, if you haven’t tried this 
pizza, get up right now and go to 
the new library in Lynn Valley, 
you’ll see the sign.

LITTLE CAESARS
    My next stop was Little Caesars, 
and for 5 bucks I am more than will-
ing to buy this pizza. Now, I know 
what you are thinking, “but, Greg, 
every time I get a Hot and Ready 
at Little Caesars, the cheese comes 
right off of the dough…. Well, who 
cares about that, the pizza is still 
delicious and for 5 dollars, cheaper 
than everywhere else. Little Cae-
sars sets the bar high for a low 
price. They may only have 3 differ-
ent flavors of pizza, but no matter 
what pizza you get, it will fulfill 
your taste sensations. However, 
there is one thing I have to say, I 
didn’t appreciate the fact that the 
lady at the desk decided that talk-
ing on her cell phone for 5 minutes 
was more important than taking my 

Our editor takes a slice of Greg’s ad-
vice while working on the paper.

(Cont’d page 4)
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Five times the cheesy goodness! cont’d
From page 3

order. It kind of defeats the purpose 
of Hot ‘n’ Ready if you can’t order 
it while it’s … hot and ready…

BOSTON PIZZA
    The next pizza I had was at Bos-
ton Pizza on Esplanade (which is 
where I happen to work). Now, we 
may not be the number one pizza 
place on the North Shore, but when 
you enter a Boston Pizza, you are 
guaranteed to be greeted by a very 
pretty girl with a smile on (which 
most likely isn’t a fake smile). At 
Boston Pizza, you are a guest, not a 
customer, and are treated as such. I 
ordered a Spicy Perogie Pizza. This 
pizza was a knockout the second I 
tried it. But the fact that I had to 
pay 12 dollars for a size smaller 
than small did not delight me. The 
cheese was perfect, the dough was 
perfect, and the only thing I didn’t 
like about this pizza was how 
freaking small it was. I mean, I’m 
munching out here and this dinky 
little pizza lasted me like 5 min-
utes, if that.
    Next time I guess I’ll order the 
small… the individual size just 
isn’t doing it for me.

PIZZA HUT
    My second to last stop on my 
pizza adventure was your friendly 

neighborhood Pizza Hut. However, 
this particular Pizza Hut wasn’t 
friendly or near my neighborhood 
at all! I had to bus practically 30 
minutes from my house just to get 
to this Pizza Hut, and believe me, it 
was the biggest waste of time I have 
ever spent. The staff was so un-
friendly and two of them couldn’t 
understand what I was saying at 
all. They had to get their supervi-
sor to come and help me. Finally, 
I got my pizza and at this point, I 
wasn’t even that hungry anymore. 
So the pizza came on a nice pizza 
tray and it smelled really good. My 
appetite was almost back to where 
I was hungry again and then the 
unthinkable happened. The pizza 
was like 80 percent grease! I mean, 
I kid you not, I lifted up this piece 
of pizza and there was a pool of 
grease underneath, it was just dis-
gusting. I still ate it, don’t get me 
wrong, I’m not going to spend 15 
bucks and not eat my food. All to-
gether, this was a disappointment.

DOMINO’S
    The last stop and the most dis-
gusting pizza I have ever put into 
my mouth was Domino’s Pizza. 
Bear with me here, because I’m 
about to chop Domino’s up into a 
million pieces… Domino’s lovers: 
please stop reading this before you 
get angry. I went into Domino’s and 

was welcomed in by a kid who was 
blowing bubbles with his gum, and 
picking the gummy remnants off 
of his mouth when they exploded. 
So I order my pizza, and it’s made 
on time, to my surprise, but when 
I opened the box, I was repulsed. 
I actually thought this pizza was 
so bad that I asked for my money 
back. They obviously said “no,” so 
I had to eat it. The cardboard crust 
followed by the burnt pizza sauce, 
that tasted like 5 year old ketchup, 
was exactly what my mouth was 
always waiting for. All around, this 
pizza was a waste of money, and I 
highly recommend never eating at 
a Domino’s Pizza, if you like your 
taste buds.

   So there you have it Sutherland, 
after much tasting and testing, the 
pizza stats are as follows:

#1 Papa John’s
#2 Boston Pizza
#3 Little Caesar’s
#4 Pizza Hut
#5 Domino’s Pizza

   Thanks for coming on this adven-
ture with me, Sutherland. I hope 
you go and try these spots if you 
haven’t yet, and make your own 
opinion. Peace Sutherland.

    
Many of us, here at Sutherland, 
are just approaching the fun filled 
world of driving. A world filled 
with freedom and responsibility. 
However, as a driver myself, I can 
tell you it’s not all fun and games 
(Once you’ve sufficiently scared 

the crap out of you and your par-
ents a few times, you’ll learn this.)         
As a new driver, one needs as lit-
tle distraction as possible, so I’m 
sure it’s just common sense that 
you wouldn’t talk on the phone, or 
especially text while driving. Ap-
parently not. 37% of people in our 

age group admit to texting while 
driving, and about 2500 deaths are 
caused by it in Canada each year. If 
I told you I wrote this article while 
driving would you say I was crazy? 
Idiotic perhaps? But is that really 
so different from texting?
DRIVE SAFE.

Texting and driving
The Counter-Attack Club
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    The apocalypse comes and goes 
every few years. People are con-
stantly predicting the time and 
date that the world will end, and 
while they haven’t been right yet, 
it certainly hasn’t stopped them 
from trying. A few years back, ev-
eryone was worried that changing 
the dates to the year 2000 would 
make all of the computers in the 
world stop working. These people, 
of course, had absolutely no idea 
how computers work, but doom-
sayers have never let ignorance get 
in their way. More recently, many 
people were scared that activating 
the Large Hadron Collider would 
bring about the end of the world, 
and went so far as to send death 
threats to the scientists in charge. 
All of this in spite of the fact that 
there was absolutely no evidence 
suggesting that it would be in any 
danger of destroying anything.

    At this point you probably ex-
pect me to put some disclaimer 
along the lines of “I’m not saying 
that people who believe the end of 
the world is coming in December 
of 2012 are stupid or crazy,” but 
the fact of the matter is that, well, 
they are. Like every single group 
that has ever professed the end 
of the world to be close at hand, 
the “2012 believers” are out of 
their freaking gourds. Never mind 
the fact that the Mayan Calendar 
says ABSOLUTELY NOTHING 
about the end of the world, I find 
it laughable that anyone thinks a 
civilization that couldn’t see the 
Spanish coming could somehow 
predict the end times.

    This is not to say that the Ma-

yans are any less likely to have 
accurately predicted the end of 
the world than, say, some guy 
named John, or a crazy old as-
tronomer who wrote his predic-
tions in purposely vague poems. 
Indeed, one can be sure that pretty 
much anyone saying the end times 
are near (or coming at any time 
in the foreseeable future) is just a 
sandwich board and a shabby coat 
away from being a crazy homeless 
man. It’s just that the level of cra-
ziness surrounding the 2012 pre-
dictions is abnormally high, even 
compared to most end times pre-
dictions. This craziness can have 
some positive results, however. 
Were Hollywood not so justifiably 
eager to milk money out of these 
stupid, gullible fanatics, we would 
never have gotten 2012, a surpris-
ingly well directed cash in.

    If you’ve seen any of Ronald 
Emmerich’s previous films (The 
Day After Tomorrow), you know 
exactly what to expect from 2012. 
There is a long buildup where a 
broken family is introduced, fol-
lowed by a series of natural disas-

ters. 2012 is only different from 
his previous films in that instead 
of being one disaster movie, it is 
three. We see an earthquake mov-
ie, a volcano movie, and a flood 
movie all within the space of an 
hour and a half, and the movie 
goes through every genre cliché 
like it’s going down a checklist. 
It even takes the time to revisit a 
few. I counted three instances of 
a car jumping over a perilous gap, 
and two of a plane flying between 
collapsing skyscrapers.

    Despite how generic it all was, 
I found myself being thoroughly 
entertained by the movie against 
my will. Combining that with the 
smug sense of satisfaction I got 
from not being one of the morons 
the film was designed to exploit, it 
wound up being a rather enjoyable 
film. I guess it just goes to show 
that not every end times exploita-
tion film has to be as bad as Left 
Behind. In fact, such films can 
bring another element of enter-
tainment to the table in the crazy 
people who come to see it. Some 
of the most entertaining things 

The end is nigh! Repent! Repent!
Geoff Thew

(Cont’d page 6)
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I heard in the theatre came from 
the nutters behind me, who were 
discussing the accuracy of the 
movie compared to their personal 
theories about the “2012 event.” 

Long story short, this is a fun film, 
and it’s especially entertaining to 
watch amidst a crowd of insane 
people.

    If nothing else, the 2012 crazies 
have provided me with a wealth 

of entertainment, and for that I am 
grateful. If you are one of the “be-
lievers,” I’d like you to know that 
I am throwing a party on Decem-
ber 22, 2012, and you are invited. 
What is a party without live enter-
tainment, after all?

The end is nigh! Repent! Repent! cont’d
From page 5

Opportunity Knocks
James Elliot

    
    Opportunity is knocking at your 
door as we speak. This week in our 
column there are plenty o’ oppor-
tunities that you should be eager 
to snatch up. The Olympics are 
coming up real soon and you know 
what that means. It means that the 
Lynn Valley Community Associa-
tion is throwing a Celebration 2010 
event, and they need volunteers. It 
runs from February 10th-20th at 
the Lynn Valley Village Plaza, sign 
up now. 

   The Vancouver Aquarium is 
looking for “31 highly motivated, 
energetic students.” It is a job as a 
Marine Educator Assistant, if inter-
ested please submit a resume and 
cover letter to Ms. Giraud ASAP.

     Have you ever listened or watched 
the CBC? Well, now you can take a 
tour to the newly renovated studios 
downtown, Friday, December 4th, 
for a food bank fund raiser. 

    There are many career info ses-
sions in our drama theatre at lunch.  
Coming up there is journalism and 
media relations on Dec. 4th, Engi-
neering on Dec. 8th, Corrections 
Canada on Dec. 8th, as well as 
many others coming up in January.

    If you would like to find out any 

other volunteer opportunities 
for Christmas, the Olympics, or 
Grouse and Seymour please visit 
http://www.nscr.bc.ca/. As well, 
(and as always) see Ms. Giraud for 
details on all of the above.

Ms. Giraud will always let you in!

Winter Sports 
Preview
Wayne Tang

     
    

         
    The winter sports season is 
coming into full bloom. Sports 
like basketball, gymnastics and 
curling are in all in motion.

    Curling and Gymnastics will 
be coached by Mr. Moe Williams, 
who is a retired teacher, and Mr. 
Mitruk, our Grade 8, 11 and 12 
math teacher.

    Boys’ Basketball will have 
four teams. The Bantam team 

which consists of Grade 8’s will 
be coached by Mr. Birt and Mr. 
Mahon. The Juvenile Team which 
consists of Grade 9’s will be 
coached by Mr. Whitworth. Mr. 
Crowther will be coaching the Ju-
nior Team (Grade 10’s). Finally, 
the Senior Team (Grade 11, 12) 
will be coached by Mr. Thornhill.

    The Girls’ Basketball Team will 
have three teams: the Junior Team, 
being coached by Mr. Hurley and 
Mr. Gorrell; the Juvenile Team, 
being coached by Bruce Wallace 
and James Fox, who are both par-
ents; and finally, the Senior Team 
is coached by Mr. Thornhill, Preet 
Gandhi and Kim Garma.

    This winter season should be 
very exciting for all of the sports. 
Why not come and support the 
teams you like and show your Sa-
bre Pride? You might have noth-
ing better to do anyway. Cheers 
and good luck to all teams and 
athletes!
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Sutherland’s senior girls roughin’ it up this season
Wayne Tang     
     Sutherland’s Senior Girls’ Bas-
ketball Team has been undercover 
for quite a while. We at The Sa-
bre Trooth, have been informed 
that the girls have been craving 
for some publicity after seeing the 
boys stealing the spotlight. So here 
is a rundown of our Senior Girls’ 
Basketball Team. Keep in mind 
though, that this article is by no 
means conclusive as by the time 
this is published, the girls will only 
have played one game.

     I have had the honor to inter-
view the two talented Grade 11s 
that coach the girls’ team, one be-
ing our very own Sabre Trooth 
writer, Kim Garma, and the other, 
star player of the Senior Boys’ 
Team, Preet Gandhi. They both had 
great things to say about the girls. 
One of the things they both agreed 
on was that the girls have a “great 
work ethic” and “work very hard.” 
Both Kim and Preet commented 
that the girls are “very mature” and 
“very respectful” to them, consid-
ering that half of the team is older 
than they are, and the other half is 
in the same grade as they are. Kim 
was quick to point out that some 
of the girls’ weaknesses are that 

they are “not as big,” and that this 
year, “the team is smaller [in num-
bers] compared to the last [year’s] 
team.” Later, both complimented 
the girls on their “speed” and “hus-
tle” which “kind of makes it up for 
the size handicap.”

    The girls opened their season 
Tuesday, Nov. 24 with a smash-
ing win, scoring a whopping 57-36 
against Howe Sound. Hailey He-
bron could have been nominated as 
the MVP of the game for scoring 
15 points, 7 rebounds, 7 assists and 
5 steals. Closely behind her was 
Sabrina Peterson, scoring 10 points 
and ripping 11 rebounds. The high-
light of the night occurred when 
Shaina James clotheslined an un-

fortunate soul. WOOT! The coach-
es commented on the girls’ ability 
to work “very hard” and having the 
tendency to be “very aggressive at 
times,” he quickly added that “this 
is a good thing.” I am very much 
looking forward to their next per-
formance.

     This group of girls is the very 
image of hard working athletes, 
they don’t expect anything to magi-
cally happen overnight. They have 
the belief that every step forward is 
built on a foundation of hard-work. 
The Sabre Trooth gives their best 
wishes to the girls. Good Luck and 
you’re awesome.

The girls in for the huddle.

Take your grade nine kid to work day
Ali Noble

    Does it ever feel like there’s 
nothing to look forward to during 
the month of November? It can of-
ten be quite a slow and uneventful 
time of year, unless, of course, you 
happen to be in Grade 9! This past 
November 4th, Grade 9 students 
had the opportunity to miss a day 
of school, and experience a day in 

the lives of their parents for “Take 
Your Grade 9 Kid to Work Day!”

     There was a great turnout of 
students this year. One hundred 
and twenty out of one hundred 
and ninety students ventured off to 
many different workplaces…well, 
minus the one individual who used 
this as an excuse to skip--tsk tsk!

       When studying the list of all the 
different careers of the students’ 
parents, I was amazed at what a 
range there was. The vast span of 
careers took the students from pre-
schools to the Vancouver airport, 
and everywhere in between.
For example: Chandler McCorkin-
dale went to Rainmaker Entertain-
ment; Kevin Williams went to Van-

(Cont’d page 8)
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Take your grade nine kid to work day cont’d
From page 7

couver General Hospital; and Luke 
Wawzonek went to the OMNI TV 
Studio.

    At Rainmaker Entertainment, 
Chandler experienced some hands 
on learning about editing a movie, 
and designing animation. At Van-
couver General Hospital, Kevin 
saw X-rays of bodies that had just 
undergone heart surgery, and while 
he claimed that he wasn’t really 
into “hospital stuff,” he thought 
that it was a “pretty interesting” ex-
perience. At the OMNI TV Studio, 
Luke watched his dad do a shoot at 
the River Rock Casino. These three 
Grade 9’s all agreed it was a really 

great experience to see what their 
parents do on the job first hand, es-
pecially as their parents all seemed 
to love what they were doing. They 
also agreed that they had gained so 
much more respect for their par-
ents after seeing what they do day 
in and day out.

    “Take Your Grade 9 Kid to Work  
Day” is a great opportunity to learn 
something new about your par-
ent’s career that you didn’t know 
or didn’t expect. It also gives you 
some insight as to what career path 
you may choose to take in the fu-
ture. Some students learned that 
they wanted to follow in the foot-
steps of their parents, while others 

learned that they wanted a com-
pletely different career because of 
their parents’ “long twelve hour 
shifts,” or because they “saw how 
much pressure” their jobs were.

     Overall, this day is a tradition that 
allows students to see their parents 
in their workplaces, as contributing 
members of society, rather than just 
“mom,” or “dad.” Seeing your par-
ent in their profession allows you to 
see them in a different light, which 
is definitely not something you get 
a chance to do very often. Good job 
to all of the Grade 9’s who partici-
pated in this successful day! And 
for all you grade 8’s reading this, 
be sure to go when it’s your turn!

Thriller of a night
Brian Wood

    On November 12th, at the start 
of a crisp Autumn evening, the 
Sutherland music program held 
their annual Fall Concert conducted 
by our very own and talented Ms. 
Workman. Music was in the air as 
aspiring musicians from the Junior 
and Senior Jazz bands, Concert 
Choir, and Grade 8, Grade 9 and 
Senior Concert bands played a va-
riety of pieces. Several genres and 
styles were represented, including 
Swing, Rock n’ Roll, Pop, Latin, 
Classical, Opera, and even some 
Broadway pieces! Some notable 
performances were the amazing 
Jazz solos performed by Adam and 
Luke Wawzonek, JP Marr, Tyler 
Marshall, Wes Phillips, and Chan-
dler McCorkindale. Other notable 
performances were a stunning ren-
dition of “Thriller,” by the Senior 
Jazz band, “El Rey Del Sol,” by 
the Junior Jazz Band, “Rainy Days 
and Mondays” and “Blackbird,” by 

the Concert Choir, “Billie Jean,” by 
the Grade 9 Concert Band, “Friend 
Like Me,” by the Grade 8 Con-
cert Band, and the Senior Concert 
Band’s Broadway Medley, “Open-
ing Night on Broadway.”

    Notable guests at the fall con-
cert were Yume-san and Mr. John 
Montgomery, who presented two 
pictures to Ms. Workman on be-
half of the Komatsumeiho and 
Takanawadei High Schools for her 
continued effort to bring the very 
talented Japanese bands to Suther-
land and for Sutherland band stu-
dents to be able to experience Japa-
nese cultural through music and 
home stays in Japan. Although all 
Japanese high schools have had to 
cancel any travel plans this year 
due to strict travel restrictions put 
in place by the government after 
the H1N1 breakout, there are still 
six to seven Japanese students who 
will be coming to North Vancou-
ver. The home stay organizers are 
still looking to place one of the stu-

dents, and any families interested 
in providing board to this student 
should talk to Ms. Workman.

    Overall, it was truly a night to re-
member, and to those students who 
were unable to come out to this 
performance, we hope to see all of 
you at the next one. You will not be 
disappointed.

A dramatic recreation.
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Make-up: Dos and don’ts
Megan Young

    Make-up  was invented to accen-
tuate our natural beauty, so why are 
there so many of us who seem to 
get confused and use it as a tool to 
bring out our flaws? We’re all guilty 
of doing it one time or another. The 
classic “don’ts”: Too much founda-
tion, too much eyeliner, not enough 
blending, and too many colours. 
No need to worry, there are ways to 
correct and move on from your past 
mistakes! It’s only natural to exper-
iment, and every girl that’s played 
around with make-up knows that if 
something looks good in your dim 
bedroom and/or bathroom lighting, 
it might not look so hot anywhere 
else! Follow these simple tips and 
tricks, and your technique will sure 
to be on top!

1) Foundation:
    First off, do you really need it? 
Skin that doesn’t require any foun-
dation just looks horrible if it gets 
applied in thick heavy layers. Foun-
dation, should really only be used 
by people who have discoloration, 
red spots, or multiple blemishes. If 
you are a one or two pimples kind 

of gal, there is no need for you to 
slap on the heavy foundation every 
morning. Opt instead for a qual-
ity concealer, or tinted moisturizer 
( they’ve come a long way! ) An-
other important thing about Foun-
dation, if you do use it, moderation 
is key! Do you really want to be 
dubbed “Cake Face”? I don’t think 
so. I’ve see some people apply so 
much, they look like they’re liter-
ally wearing a mask. To avoid this, 
not-so-great look, make sure you 
use the right amount of product, (a 
little larger then a pea size is usu-
ally enough) and don’t forget to 
blend!

2)Eyeliner:  
    It can be an integral part of your 
make-up routine, if used properly! 
Nobody likes the raccoon look, but 
a very subtle line of black or brown 
can be super pretty! Eye liner has 
(along with most other products) 
improved tremendously over the 
years. There’s so much selection, 
you never have to drudge up that 
gross old pencil from the bottom 
of your make-up bag again! The 
newest trend is gel liner. It can be 
applied with a brush, which in turn 
can give you more precision. You 
can finally avoid the bumpy, thick, 
uneven lines that we all have trou-
ble with! Remember, thick black 
lines, rimmed around your eyes 
don’t bode too well for school or 
work. So If you’re planning on go-
ing with the “Cleopatra” style of 
liner, save it for a night out, or a 
special occasion.

3) Lip Gloss: 
   Most teen girls own more lip 
gloss    than any other make-up 
product. It’s something that every 
girl can put on and feel an instant 

boost of glam! It’s easy, it’s fun, 
and it usually comes in cute pack-
aging. Another good thing about lip 
gloss is it’s a product that doesn’t 
come with a lot of mistake poten-
tial. As long as you are picking the 
right shades and not applying so 
much that your hair is sticking to 
it every few seconds, you’re good! 
Try to incorporate the time of year 
with the shade your choosing. 
Light peaches and pinks are great 
for summer, while darker reds, 
magentas and even a subtle purple 
work better for winter! 

4) Mascara:  
    With mascara, again it’s a clas-
sic staple every girl should stick 
to. If you want to look like you’ve 
had a good night’s sleep, swipe 
on some mascara! It can instantly 
open your eyes, and while elongat-
ing your lashes, it gives every other 
aspect of your routine the “finished 
look.” Of course, there is the inevi-
table evil of almost any mascara...
CLUMPS! It’s the one thing you 
really want to avoid. Do your re-
search and find out what some of 

Step away from the kabuki brush!

The Cleopatra style: for a night at 
the... err, soda shop!

(Cont’d page 10)
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Make-up: Dos and don’ts cont’d
From page 9

the better mascaras are out there, so 
you can (hopefully) avoid mascara 
clumpiness all together.

5) Bronzer: 
    It really can be your best friend...
Or your worst enemy. Subtle 
bronzer can be a great way to give 
you that oh so desired glow, but 
just one too many sweeps across 
the face can lead to disaster: orange 
face! To achieve the best look with 
your bronzer, try to find a shade 
that isn’t ridiculously far from your 
own skin tone or foundation. For 
everyday wear, avoid shades that 
look “muddy” or too glittery. Save 
the sparkles for a special occasion! 
The best way to apply is to sweep it 
across the places that the sun would 
naturally hit your face. Your tem-
ples, apples of your cheeks, chin, 
and tip of the nose. To keep your 
bronzer lasting longer, and staying 
“fresher” you need to clean your 
brush(es) at least once a week. It’s 
crucial that you keep the brushes 
you are using every day free from 
as much bacteria as possible! Re-
member, with bronzer, or even 
blush, less is most definitely more!

Make-up can definitely be tricky, 
but it can also be a super fun way 
to be creative and boost your con-
fidence! If you’re worried about 
the cost of pricey department store 
make-up like M.A.C or Clinique, 
no need to fret, drugstores like 
Shoppers Drug Mart, or London 
Drugs have a great selection of 
brands to choose from that are af-
fordable, but definitely don’t skimp 
on quality. Another tip: if you’re on 
a budget, don’t feel the need to buy 
every single product that catches 
your eye. Keep your routine simple 
and classic and chances are you’ll 
look even better. Forgo the trendy 
yellow eyeshadow for a great mas-
cara or blush!

Too much bronzer there, sugar!

Zombie survival 
guide: Vancouver
Giampaolo Posteraro

     The beautiful city of Vancouver 
is a city made up of great people, 
good food, and plenty of things to 
see and do. But what if one day, 
this wonderful city we call home 
were to be infested by a hoard of 
the blood-thirsty undead? Yes, I 
am talking about zombies. What 
would you do? Where would you 
go? What would you take? These 
are all questions we ask ourselves 
every day, but have no answer for. 
Lucky enough for you, I have the 
answers..

WEAPONS 
    Assuming you don’t have an 
armoury in your basement, you 
are going to have to improvise. 
Believe it or not, some basic 
household items can prove to be 
lifesaving in a battle against the 

undead. Remember, the key is to 
cause major trauma to the brain 
of the zombie. Blunt objects like 
baseball bats, hammers, and my 
favorite, the crowbar, are simple 
yet very effective. If you’re fortu-
nate enough to acquire some sort 
of a firearm, the only tip I can give 
you is to practice with it. Also, try 
and avoid close combat situations 
with the undead.

WHERE TO GO
    Vancouver isn’t exactly zombie-
proof. However, there are a few 
good places around town which 
would be very good to hide in. 
When picking a spot to hide, just 
remember this, no place is com-
pletely safe. First off, pick wisely 
who to take with you. Weather it 
is your family, some friends, or 
even your dog, remember the ba-
sics. The first being, always stay 
in a tight group when traveling 
anywhere. Secondly, remain in-
visible. The minute one of you 
catches one zombie’s attention, 
more are sure to come. If you 
choose to stay in your house, 

Braaaaiiiiinnnnnssssss!!!

(Cont’d page 11)
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Zombie survival 
guide cont’d
From page 10

prepare ahead of time. Make sure 
you have plenty of ammo, food, 
and water to last you at least a 
month. Plywood on the windows 
and doors will also come in handy 
if a group of the undead were to be 
approaching. If you decide to ditch 
your house and hit the road, re-
member to pack light, but bring the 
basics. Avoid public areas like Lon-
sdale Quay or Phibbs exchange. It 
is highly doubtful that buses will 
be arriving and departing in the 
middle of the zombie apocalypse. 
The Save-on-Foods at Park and 
Tilford might be a good idea, but 
make sure you’re  aware of all the 
exits before hand. No matter where 
you go, take account for any unex-
pected variable.

   The tips I have given you may 
save your life. But also remem-
ber these basic but very important 
rules: 

1. Never go off alone.
2. Be alert.
3. Keep disciplined.
4.  Stay fit (You stand no chance 
on the run from zombies if you’re 
morbidly obese and breathe like a 
dying horse.)
5. Start preparing now. 

Although zombies are not present 
to this day, believe me, they soon 
will be. And while you’re prepar-
ing, consider gaining valuabe com-
bat experience in Left for Dead II.

Stay living, Sabres.

“Have you ever had a secret... 
                    ...you couldn’t tell anyone?”
Sardara Dhuga

    The Twilight Saga: 
New Moon, the sec-
ond installment of 
the Twilight book se-
ries, set a world re-
cord as it blasted the 
box office taking in 
$72.7 million dollars 
on its first day of re-
lease. As I made my 
way through the the-
atre after waiting an 
hour in line for good 
seats, I don’t know if it 
was the anticipation for 
shirtless Taylor Lautner (by all the 
ladies, and some guys too!) or if 
it was simply that New Moon was 
the most anticipated movie of the 
year, either way, you could feel 
the ripple of excitement of the fans 
as, “Feature Presentation,” flashed 
across the screen.

    The story starts off with Bella’s 
dream of her and her grandma, and 
how she will soon grow old, while 
Edward Cullen, being her vampire 
lover, will stay looking 17, forever. 
Bella wakes from this dream on 
her 18th birthday, a day to regret 
when you don’t want to be older. 
That night, Alice, Edward’s sister, 
and the rest of the Cullen family 
have a birthday party for Bella; all 
goes well until Bella gets a paper 
cut. Blood is spilt and the Cullens 
go into a thirst frenzy. After seeing 
the danger his family could have 
caused her, Edward leaves Forks, 
Washington for Bella’s own safety. 
Heartbroken and lost, Bella leads a 
life of reckless living, but she soon 
finds confidence in her old best 

friend, Jacob Black. In the begin-
ning, all seems well, but then her 
friendship with Jake starts deterio-
rating, and after the return of an old 
nemesis, Bella finds out that her 
once gentle Jacob, is a werewolf. 
Bella’s recklessness soon leads her 
to make the heart-breaking choice 
between being reunited with her 
lover, a vampire, or staying with 
Jacob, a werewolf.

    Compared to the first movie, the 
acting was outstandingly better! 
As Taylor Lautner himself pointed 
out,”there is a lot more action in 
this one, especially with the were-
wolves involved.” Surprisingly, 
there was some humor, which made 
the movie even better. Though at 
the same time, there were the tear-
jerking scenes, like when Edward 
left Bella. Overall, New Moon, as 
explained by a quote from Tay-
lor, “is going to be stepped up a 
whole nother notch.” Taylor Laut-
ner packed on 30 pounds of muscle 
to reprise the role of Jacob Black, 
who, we find out, has his own se-
cret with his Quileute tribe. Rob-

“Yes... my famous pasta sauce....... it’s just Ragu......
                        .....with a little bit of oregano......”

(Cont’d page 12)(Cont’d page 11)

Questions? Comments? Queries? 
sabretrooth@hotmail.com
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“Have you ever had a secret... 
                            ...you couldn’t tell anyone?”     ...cont’d
From page 11

ert Pattinson and Kristen Stewart 
comeback as the “forbidden” cou-
ple, the vampire and the human, 
both do an excellent job in por-
traying their characters. Kristen 
did a much better job in portraying 
Bella, compared to the poor acting 
skills she showed in Twilight.

    I was a little disappointed that 
some of the scenes from the book 
were cut out, but the new ones that 
were added assuaged my disap-
pointment. By far my main draw-
back was that Edward, in Twilight, 
drove a Volvo sedan, but in New 
Moon, he drove a Volvo minivan.  
[Why??] Although there were 
some weird changes, the new 
scenes, especially the ones with the 
werewolves, were very intense, ac-
tually, the best scenes in the mov-

ie. The wolfpack members showed 
quite a bit of humour which made 

all the audience laugh away. My 
two favourite quotes were: “Guess 
the wolf’s out of the bag,” from 
Embry Call, and from Sam Uley, 
the alpha of the pack,”Jake’s right, 
you’re good with weird.”

    Whether you like the Twilight     
book series or not, and if you 
thought the first movie was ter-
ribly dreadful, then New Moon is 
the movie you must see next time 
you hit the movie theatre. I give 
it 4/5 stars since it wasn’t com-
pletely accurate with the book, 
but no book-movie ever is. New 
Moon still kicked some butt to get 
my opinion of an awesome movie! 
Whether you are team Edward or 
team Jacob, you are sure to have a 
blast watching The Twilight Saga: 
New Moon.

“Bella... have you ever had a secret, 
you couldn’t tell anyone? Well.... I 
may have already been approved 
for a zero interest credit card from 
Capital One....”

Dr. K. Forrest Bentham, P.hD

Dear Dr. Of Love,

     I like this boy who goes to this other school, and our parents 

 are close friends. I don’t see him often, but when I do he seems  

 to be really nice to me. But when my friend “accidentally” let 

 it slip that I liked him, he said that he liked this other girl from

 his school. I really like him but I don’t know if I should just 

 move or keep on wishing. What should I do?

                  
                  

                  
                ~

Stuck on him

Love, Lust, or Louse?  Your relationships explained.

Dear Stuck On Him,
    It can certainly be hard to ascer-
tain whether or not a connection 
is present when meetings are few 
and far between. There are a few 
reasons for this. It can be difficult 

to properly distinguish 
exactly how he is reacting to you, 
and whether he is interested or not, 
when you don’t go to his school 
and don’t see him when he is with 
his friends and acquaintances, be-
cause you have no way to compare 
how he treats you with how he 
treats his friends. The other chal-

lenge to your senses is time itself; 
if you do not see him frequently, 
your imagination takes over in 
the mean time and can exagger-
ate the meaningless, overanalyze 
the obvious, and understate the 
important. To make matters even 
more confusing, there is a pos-
sibility, if he does indeed feel the 
same way about you, that he is do-
ing the exact same thing, and he is 
over analyzing your meetings as 
well, which can greatly influence 
his actions the next time you meet. 
Overall, this makes for a very con-
fusing and difficult to analyze sce-
nario.
    Luckily for you, there is a rela-

(Cont’d page 13)
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tively simple and efficient rectifi-
cation process for your predica-
ment. If you have little to lose and 
desire much gain, take risks for 
love with a chance of pain. Get to 
know him better. There is no harm 
in that. Your worst case scenario 
is finding out that you are wast-
ing your precious time. So make a 
move – just as friends is fine – and 
start trying to increase the frequen-
cy of your encounters. As you be-
come better acquainted, you may 
find that his feelings, be they for 
better or for worse, are more pro-
nounced than you may think.

    Next time you see him, make 
some mention of meeting him out-
side of the circumstances that bring 
you together via your parents, or, 
if you already see him outside of 
such circumstance, of increasing 
the frequency of such visits. There 
are some rather basic and well-
proven methods for creating more 
alone time with someone, and they 
include finding a common interest 
that can manifest itself into a ren-
dezvous, such as a favorite band 
that is playing locally or a common 
passion for Italian food. Things I 
do not recommend as first steps in 
getting accustomed to each other’s 
personalities include group events, 
because there is not enough alone 
time, and movies, because you 
don’t get to know someone very 
well be sitting in a dark room with 
them for an hour (although movies 
are a fantastic place to meet people 
– they are not at all a good way to 
get to know one another.) 

    In regards to his love interest 
at his school, I would not concern 

yourself with her too much at this 
point. Love is a battlefield. If they 
are not going out, you’ve really got 
no idea how interested she may or 
may not be. And until he gets to 
know you as more than his par-
ent’s friend’s daughter, you won’t 
really know how interested he may 
be in you. So go! Your mountain is 
waiting!

-Dr. K. Forrest Bentham
The Doctor Is In

Dear Losing Grip,
    Let us start by analyzing his 
actions. You tell me that you find 
him gazing at you often, yet you 
are not sure whether this is in a 
good way or a bad way. Well, if he 
is staring at you because he thinks 
you are odd, or because you have a 
piece of lettuce stuck in your teeth, 
he would probably not stare with 
such frequency. How often do you 

find yourself glaring loathsomely 
at your enemies, or staring mock-
ingly at imbeciles? Probably not 
as often as you find yourself gaz-
ing upon your love interest. Let 
us consider his optic obsessions a 
good sign.
It is no surprise that the conversing 
ceased when you starting getting 
scared of your encounters with 
him. Fearful people are irrational, 
and this will often manifest itself 

as awkwardness, nervous-
ness, and/or timidity, none of 
which are particular desirable 
traits. The first step in pursu-
ing your relationship is to get 
over this unreasonable fear – 
and it really is unreasonable. 
He is the exact same per-
son as when you first met 
him, when you were well 
on your way to becoming 
friends. All that has really 
changed is your attitude 
towards him, which may, 
in turn, have effected 
his disposition regard-
ing your familiarity. 
Any relationship, be it 
friendship or more, is 
a two way street, and 
you’ve started divert-
ing traffic. Take down 

the roadblock.
After you cast away your irrational 
fear, you can start slipping back 
into friendship, and maybe more. 
You’ve suffered a set back, so start 
by taking it slow. Do not try to 
overcompensate for your lost time 
by moving too fast. Time, space, 
and relationships are all things that 
progress at their own pace, and all 
will surely crumble should they be 
unduly rushed. Consider reinitiat-
ing your telecommunications – his 
number is still in 

From page 12
Love, Lust, or Louse? Your relationships explained. cont’d

Dear Dr. Forrest

I like this guy that is a bit older than 

me. I tried to get to know him as friends 

first, and we started talking and we got 

one another’s phone number. After we 

talked a few times, I started falling for 

him. I get scared when I see him walk-

ing in the hall way or walking home 

the same way I do. Sometimes I see 

him look at me, and I can’t tell if it’s in 

a good way or not, but he stares a lot. 

And after I started getting scared around 

him, we stopped talking and texting. I 

don’t know what I should do about this. 

I want to stay friends with him, but at 

the same time I am scared to talk to him 

about anything. Do you know what I 

should do about this?

                  
                  

   ~Losing Grip

(Cont’d page 13) (Cont’d. page 14)
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your phone book. Just remember to 
take it slow, and start with a short 
conversation – “just calling to catch 
up a little, I’ve been really busy.”
-Dr. K. Forrest Bentham
The Doctor Is In

PS – Regarding him being ‘a bit old-
er’ than you, consider running your 
ages through the equation noted in 
the last issue of the The Sabre Trooth.

-Dr. K. Forrest Bentham
The Doctor Is In

From page 14
Love, Lust, or Louse? Your relationships explained cont’d

Are you deliriously intoxicated with the balm of your beau?
Transcending into the grasp of nirvana?

Immersed in the jubilant splendor of reciprocated enchantment?
Or not?

Dr. K. Forrest Bentham, Ph.D of Love, puts the collective wisdom of hundreds 
of Nora Roberts novels to work for you. Submissions are 100% anonymous, and 

all requests will be answered via publication, blog, or email. 

Send me your problems at: SutherlandRelationshipAdvice@gmail.com

To read the Doc’s advice that didn’t make it into 
the paper this time, log on to: 
http://SutherlandLoveDoctor.tumblr.com

Thanks to everyone who continues to write 
in for advice! Your questions keep me on my 
toes!  -The Doc.

    Mr. Nichols is a teacher many 
of us know about, but don’t really 
know. For instance, did you know 
he is the vice-chair on the College 
Board of Teachers? The B.C. Col-
lege of Teachers sets the standards 
for teachers all across the prov-
ince. If you ever wondered why he 
disappears from time to time, it’s 
because he has to travel up to the 
Squamish area to deliberate. I went 
into the interview wondering a few 
things. I had Mr. Nichols in both 
Socials 8 and in Law 12 (I took it a 
year early, in case you’re wonder-
ing.) I really enjoyed Mr. Nichols 
as a teacher, but I still had a few 
questions. Was his whole persona 
an act? Does he care more than he 
lets on? Did he even remember my 
name? I was about to find out.

So, how are you today?
Fine. Thank you. How are you, 
James? [Yes!] 

Good, good. I’ve been wonder-

ing, how many years have you 
been teaching? 
35 years.

What got 
you in-
terested 
in teach-
ing? 
I always 
t h o u g h t 
it was 
s o m e -
thing I 
m i g h t 
be good 

at. I enjoy 
working with young people.

Why history? 
I’ve always been interested with 
history. I got a degree in Canadian 
history from SFU.

Do you ever wish you had pur-
sued another profession? 
On occasion. Often I thought I 
wanted to go to law school. The 
legal process fascinates me.

Why didn’t you? 
Too much time, not enough mon-
ey.

What’s you favorite subject to 
teach? 
Law 12.

Why so? 
There’s always an interesting 
subject, always something to talk 
about.

How did you get on the College 
Board of Teachers? 
Ran for election, and I won the 
election. I won for what’s known 
as a “zone.” The zone caters to 
North Van, West Van, Sunshine 
Coast, Sea-to-Sky, Powell River, 
and the Central Coast.

What exactly do you do? 

James Elliot
If I had a Nichol

(Cont’d page 15)

The man with the plan.
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Set standards for the profession, 
carry discipline, and set content.

How often do you go up? 
Four times a year. I’m vice-chair 
of the college, so I get called up a 
bit more. I get called up sometimes 
for discipline hearings and panels.

Do you enjoy it? 
It’s very challenging. It has opened 
my eyes to the provincial educa-
tion system.

You have such influence as a 
teacher. It begs the question, 
what type of student were you?
Well I had hair down to my back-
side, so probably a hippie-dippie. 
I was a flower child. What would 
you call one of those now?

We don’t really have hippies 
anymore so…
Yeah.

Why are you such a popular 
teacher?
Am I? (Laughs.)

Yes.
I enjoy people and I like to laugh.

What’s it like with your wife 
working in the same building as 
you?
I see her very little. We don’t have 

much contact. She does dif-
ferent work. Though, we can cry 
on each other’s shoulders.

What’s the most embarrassing 
thing that’s ever happened to 
you?
Throwing up into a regency plant 
at the Hyatt Hotel downtown.

Too much partying?
No. I was just sick.

Who’s your celebrity crush?
Suzanne Pleshette. No question.

[For those who don’t know who Su-
zanne Pleshette is, she was a beautiful 
actress who appeared in many films and 
TV shows from the ealy 60’s and worked 
‘till 2008 when she unfortunately passed 
away.]

Most people know you were out 
with an injury for about a se-
mester two years ago. What did 
you do during your time off?
Mostly sat in my chair because 
I couldn’t do anything else! 
(Laughs.)

What’s the strangest thing ever 
to happen in a class?
Probably a colleague lifting his 
hand from behind the book shelf, 
with a hamster firmly attached…It 
had bit him. (Laughs.)

What’s your biggest fear?
Oh…it’s strange. Glass elevators. 

I can fly up in airplanes, small 
airplanes too. I get in one of [the 
glass elevators] and I think it’s go-
ing to fall down.

What do you look for in the ideal 
student?
Strong values, informed opinion, 
and ability to think.

And finally, if you could spend 
the rest of your life in one place, 
where would it be? 
The Island of Corfu. I’d go back 
there.

    As I finished talking with him 
there was a student working on his 
socials. This student was work-
ing hard (during lunch), he asked 
Mr. Nichols a question, and Mr. 
Nichols answered with much en-
thusiasm. Then, as the student was 
leaving Mr. Nichols said, “Don’t 
worry about your mark, you’re 
working hard, that’s what’s impor-
tant.” The student responded, as 
any student would, with an “Okay, 
as long as I’m not failing.” Mr. 
Nichols reiterated, “Too many stu-
dents focus on their mark, you’re 
doing just fine.” I realized why I 
enjoyed Mr. Nichols so much; he 
cares about the students, not by 
what they’re getting, but by how 
much they care. He makes class 
fun, while still teaching you some-
thing. After all, “[He] love[s] to 
laugh.”

From page 14
If I had a Nichol cont’d

Now Online!
The Sabre Trooth is online at the school website (and has been for years.) Google 
“Sutherland Secondary and look for the link on the homepage, or type http://tinyurl.
com/sabretrooth into your browser. View this week’s issue in colour, or browse through 
the last 3 years of Sutherland Secondary news!

The Sabre Trooth online!

(Cont’d page 15)
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My two front teeth, a hippopotamus, and Rudolph
Brian Wood

    Well, December is upon us, and 
that means that the usual spate of 
winter holidays, including Christ-
mas, Hanukah, and more, are just 
around the corner. In preparation 
for these holidays and the break 
that accompanies them, our stu-
dents have planned a variety of 
different activities. In order to get 
an idea of what our school thinks 
of the holiday season and the fan-
fare that accompanies it, we at The 
Sabre Trooth conducted a poll that 
asked a variety of different ques-
tions. The poll had five important 
questions for respondents to an-
swer.

Question 1- Are you going any-
where for the holidays?

    First off, it should be noted that 
respondents from all grades con-
tinued our school’s fine tradition 
of giving fascinating, monosyl-
labic answers to poll questions, 
including: “Yes,” “No,” “I don’t 
know” and “maybe.” One Grade 
8 student contradicted himself by 
saying “yes and no,” and another, 
very clever Grade 10 said, “Good 
Question.” In some cases, students 
did cite the reason for these an-
swers; two students said that they 
were staying in town because of the 
Olympics; one student said he’d be 
leaving because of them; and one 
Grade 12 student said that although 
she wasn’t going anywhere for the 
holidays, she would be going “on 
an extremely long camping trip in a 
day dream.” She expects to have a 
“smashing time,” and I’m sure that 
she’ll enjoy the trip as much as I 
will.

    Outside of this, students gave a va-

riety of responses that spanned the 
globe and hemispheres. For exam-
ple, one respondent said that she’d 
be visiting “California Disneyland, 
New Jersey, New York, Virginia, 
and North Carolina.” While I do 
wish you well on your whirlwind 
tour of The States, I can’t help but 
wonder why you didn’t have Ha-
waii on that list. Other responses 
included Asian countries such as 
Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. As well, 
multiple students have decided to 
dodge our notoriously cold winters 
by heading to warmer countries 
such as Arizona, Peru, Mexico, the 
Philippines, Cuba, and New Zea-
land, all places that are either in 
the Southern Hemisphere or some-
where on the Equator.

    On the opposite end of the ther-
mometer, respondents were tak-
ing off to colder areas in search of 
powder snow. At least one Grade 
8 student said that he’d be going 
to Silver Star, and multiple other 
students said that they’d be head-
ing to Whistler. One respondent 
claimed to be heading to the North 
Pole, presumably to visit Santa 
Claus’ workshop. As well, one of 
our Grade 11 respondents said that 
he’d be “going to 100 Mile House 
to visit [his] girlfriend.” I wish you 
the best of luck on your romantic 
endeavors.

Question 2-What is the number 
one thing that you want?

    As it turns out, the most popu-
lar gift request was for electronics. 
More specifically, the two most 
popular electronics requests where 
for iTunes gear, such as iPhones 
and iTouches, and Play Station 
gear, such as games for the system, 

a PS3, and a Playstaion portable. 
Other electronics gear included lap-
tops, cell phones, an electric guitar, 
a video camera, a whole gamut of 
different video games (including 
Call of Duty and DJ Hero), a “TV 
for my room,” and a “brand new, 
more better computer.”

    Other popular responses were for 
“money” (in the case of one Grade 
12 boy, he wanted money for his 
tuition to a post secondary institu-
tion), clothing and sports gear (such 
as a new boxing gear and an “Au-
thentic Denver Bronco’s Jersey”), 
and for a variety of different types 
of animals. The most popular re-
sponses in the latter category were 
for puppies, but some of the ani-
mals requested were rather unusu-
al, including a pony, an elephant, a 
hippopotamus, a ferret, a miniature 
pig, and a boa constrictor. Not that 
I’m questioning you on your judg-
ment, but I’m not sure how you 
will be able to hide some of those 
animals under the tree without any-
one noticing.

    Some of the more interesting 
responses in this category were 
those who asked for more abstract 
things. One respondent wanted “a 
friend,” and one Grade 8 girl asked 
for “a boyfriend to keep me warm.” 
Wow…I hope that you can find 
what you’re looking for. As well, 
one of the Grade 11 girls wanted 
“A pumped party” and another 
student asked for a longer holiday, 
two things that we can all agree are 
awesome. Finally, one obviously 
down-on-his-luck student asked for 
“good grades and no homework.” 
I’m sorry, my friend, but these are 
things that you cannot find under a 
tree, but instead, (Cont’d page 17)
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My two front teeth, a hippopotamus, and Rudolph cont’d
From page 16

are created from hard work. And 
of course, we had some really out 
there responses, such as “My front 
two  teeth,” Lucky Charms cereal, 
a sandwich, Tim Gibson and, in 
the words of one Grade 9 student, 
“A bunch of movies and a cow 
costume.” This latter desire has 
me stumped; I can understand the 
movie, but why in the world would 
you want a cow costume? What 
could you possibly have planned?!
    
   

 

    Before we move onto Question 
3, however, I feel obliged to warn a 
Grade 9 student named Jordan that 
his life may be in danger, as one 
of our poll respondents from this 
grade said that she wanted “Jor-
dan 2 die” this Christmas. There-
fore, you may want to keep an eye 
out for the deadly ninja assassin 
who’s probably following you right 
now…

Question 3-What is your favorite 
holiday food?

    This question has produced a 
clear winner! The favorite food 
of the majority of the students is 
turkey, with or without the sauce, 
and in one case on a sandwich with 
cranberry sauce! The rest of the 
responses for this category ranged 
from holiday classics, such as 

mashed potatoes, candy 

canes, hot chocolate and latkes, to 
more generic, but otherwise fitting 
foods such as Chinese and Japanese 
foods, pancakes, ham, and cheese 
fondue. There were even a few 
foods I’d never heard of before, 
such as “Mexican wedding balls 
and sugar cookies,” Amish Friend-
ship Bread, and mint leaves. Oth-
er students cited everything from 
home cooking to yellow snow…

Question 4-What is your favorite 
holiday movie?

    This category revealed that out of 
all the movies out there, there are a 
select few that captured the hearts 
and minds of our student body. 
The two most popular were How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas and 
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer. 
These movies, alongside such clas-
sics as Frosty the Snowman, various 
versions of A Christmas Carol and 
The Polar Express movies turned 
out to be extremely popular. Other 
movies mentioned by respondents 
included It’s a Wonderful Life, Mir-
acle on 34th St. and The Nightmare 
Before Christmas.

    Speaking of which, some of the 
respondents seemed to miss the 
“holiday” part of this question en-
tirely. Responses included Saw 2, 
Scarface, Transformers 2, 2012, 
The Shining, Twilight, Chucky Re-
turns, and American Pie. Nothing 
embodies the holiday season more 
than horrible bloody murders, giant 
robots and the apocalypse. Even 
more amazing, two students missed 
the “movie” part of the question 
entirely, listing down “Anime” and 
“Comedy” as responses. I’m sorry, 
but those are “genres,” not actual 
movies. Still, good attempt. Fi-

nally, one student said that “They 
were all good movies because they 
captured what Christmas really 
means.”

Question 5-What does the holi-
day season mean to you?

    Speaking of the true meaning 
of the holiday season, this last cat-
egory attracted some of the most 
interesting responses. Some of the 
respondents gave touchy-feely an-
swers, stating that the holiday sea-
son was about love, giving, sharing, 
caring, happiness, and joy. Others 
choose to focus on the more ma-
terial aspects, citing getting pres-
ents, the break we get from school, 
“snow,” “food,” and the upcoming 
Winter Olympics.

    Not surprisingly, a large number 
of respondents said that the holiday 
season meant “spending time with 
friends and family.” One Grade 11 
student took this a step further, stat-
ing that it was about “getting cozy 
and spending time with people you 
really care about like close friends 
and family members.” I guess that 
deep down inside, this is all we re-
ally want to do during the holidays.

    Aside from this, the mindsets 
and personalities of the students 
often shone through. A Zen-mind-
ed respondent said that Christmas 
meant “Calmness of Civilization,” 
and another, considerably more 
pessimistic respondent, said that it 
meant he had to “work three times 
more.” Ouch…I feel sorry for you. 
Another, more realistic student 
channeled Adbusters Magazine and 
stated that the holidays are “A time 
for companies to make money off 
of us”…which is

To the person who requested two 
front teeth: see the editor for the 
name of the guy who did these bad 

boys.

(Cont’d page 18)
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why the secret dream of all corpo-
rations is a year-round Christmas.

    Oddly enough, however, only a 
few students brought up the often-
ignored religious side of the holi-
days. Only two respondents said 
that they felt it was about “the birth 
of Christ” and one other student 
cited “thanking God.” Another stu-
dent said that the holidays didn’t 
mean that much to him “because 
I’m not Christian,” and a third, pos-
sibly Jewish student said, “Since 
it’s not during Hanukkah (this 
school is prejudiced and racist), 
just that there’s no school, and stuff 
is 50% off.”

    Well, if you find this article of-
fensive…

…then I apologize on behalf of 
The Sabre Trooth and the school. 
As stated at the start of this article, 
I used the term “holiday season” in 
order to incorporate all of the De-
cember holidays, not just Christi-
anity. In any case, I wish you and 
yours a happy holiday no matter 
how you choose to celebrate it.

In conclusion
And there we have it. A long wind-
ed overview of what the holidays 
mean to our students. But before 
we finish up, there were a few 
weird responses that appeared on 
the sheets.

    Firstly, although “I don’t know” 
responses occurred for every ques-
tion, one Grade 9 student wrote 

“Maybe” for the travel question 
and wrote “I don’t know” for the 
rest of them. Way to tell me a lot 
about yourself, buddy. As well, we 
had some very cryptic things writ-
ten on strange places on the sheet, 
such as “Suggestion: Pie” and 
“This is Hallowe’en.” Other things 
of note include an obsessed student 
mentioning “Halo” no more than 
four times on his poll sheet, several 
creepy doodles appearing on the 
picture, and one student claiming 
that he was, in fact, Santa Claus. 
Well, Nick, I didn’t know you at-
tended our school, but I hope you 
enjoyed it and I look forward to 
your gift run on Christmas Eve.

    And that’s all there is. So have 
a Happy Holiday and a righteous 
New Year, Sutherland!

Comic fantasy: When sparkly vampires get old...
Brian Wood

    Fantasy seems to be a very popu-
lar genre nowadays; the two most 
popular series of our time, Harry 
Potter and Twilight, are both fan-
tasy stories, although Twilight 
seems to be more of a mediocre 
romance novel with sparkly vam-
pires that Stephen King apparently 
despises (I’m not making this up!) 
After you’ve finished the 2000 plus 
pages combined that make up these 
books, and unless you don’t plan 
on reading another book ever again 
in your life after reading these se-
ries, then there is another series of 
amazing fantasy novels written by 
a man named Terry Prachett.

    The vast majority of Terry Pra-
chett’s novels are set in a fantasy 
world called Discworld, a flat plain 
of existence that is carried on the 

back of four elephants that are 
themselves standing on the back 
of a giant turtle swimming through 
space. This is the first sign that we 

aren’t dealing with normal fantasy. 
In fact, the specific genre of the se-
ries is Comic Fantasy, but it could 
also qualify as just plain weird.

    One of the major settings of the 
series is the city of Ankh-Mor-
pork’s, a sprawling metropolis that, 
over the course of the series, has 
been burned down, had parts of 
it destroyed, and has experienced 
attacks by dragons and eldritch 
horrors. The people of Ankh-Mor-
pork’s tend to make a spectator 
sport of forming crowds to watch 
these events, although they never 
truly get involved. The leader of 
this city is Lord Veterinary, a be-
nevolent dictator with a shrewd 
sense of politics and a talent for 
manipulation.

    For the most part, 

Terry Prachett: Master of the comic-
fantasy genre.

(Cont’d page 19)
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the Discworld books have very 
little continuity, and it’s possible to 
read them in any order. However, 
there are several storylines that 
weave in and out of the different 
books, each focusing on different 
characters. Even more surprisingly, 
these storylines occur in real time, 
with a year between each of the sto-
ries translating into a year between 
the events of two stories. As well, 
due to the nature of the series, char-
acters who star in one book may 
appear as secondary characters in 
another book.

    The most well known out of all 
of these characters is Rincewind, 
the world’s most inept wizard, 
who doesn’t know a single spell. 
He is, however, very good at run-
ning away (from anything) and 
can defend himself if backed into 
a corner. He has a terminal string 
of bad luck and frequently finds 
himself traveling all across Dis-
cworld, most often unwillingly. 
Other characters with their own 
storylines include the personifica-
tion of death (who normally does 
his job efficiently, but often tries to 
emulate humanity out of fascina-
tion), Granny Weatherwax (one of 
the most powerful witches in Dis-

cworld), Sam Vimes (Commander 
of Ankh-Morpork’s city watch and 
a man with a Chuck Norris-like de-
meanor), Tiffany Aching (a young 
witch in training and the protago-
nist of a series of Discworld nov-
els for ‘Young Adults’) and Lipwig 
Von Moist (a former con-man who 
gets put in charge of revitalizing 
many of Ankh-Morpork’s dying in-
stitutions). There are also a dozen 
other characters who star in one-
shot novels of their own.

    As well, each of the books tend 
to focus on one or more different 
ideas; the book, Small Gods tackles 
religious themes: Soul Music sati-
rizes the mythology behind Rock n’ 
Roll music; and Thief of Time tack-
les ideas about the nature of time. 
Some of the aforementioned story-
lines satirize different ideas: books 
featuring Granny Weatherwax of-
ten cover fairytale clichés, while 
storylines featuring Sam Vimes 
and the City Watch are parodies of 
the typical police/detective show. 
These themes, while not overtly 
evident, add an extra dimension 
to the books that tend to be lack-
ing from other straightforward fan-
tasy novels. They also have given 
the author a chance to take some of 
the most accepted ideas and stories 

in our society and completely flip 
them on their head.

    Of course, a creative plotline 
can’t save a book if the writing 
isn’t very good, but Terry Prach-
ett doesn’t fail on this front, either. 
His writing is wonderfully detailed, 
avoiding cliché and using vivid de-
scriptive language to ‘show’ read-
ers exactly what is going on in the 
story. As well, since his novels are 
supposed to be humorous (it is 
“comic fantasy,” after all), the jokes 
are hilarious. Mr. Prachett also de-
livers on this front, with excellent 
comedic timing, satire, clever use 
of language, and more. The books 
make frequent use of “footnotes,” 
which occasionally pop up to ex-
plain something in the text and 
to provide more humor. Another 
feature of Prachett’s writing is his 
avoidance of chapters, mainly be-
cause he “never got into the habit 
of [them].” This arguably increases 
the quality of the books; after all, 
real life isn’t split into chapters, so 
why should fiction be?

    In any case, Terry Prachett and 
his Discworld series make for stun-
ning reads, and anyone who con-
siders themselves a fantasy fan 
should give them a shot.

(Cont’d page 19)

Correction: “Extra Fascination at Sutherland” V III, I iii
From the editors

The editors of The Sabre Trooth 
apologize for the exclusion of the 
Counter-Attack club’s mention in 
our feature on Sutherland’s many 
clubs, published in Volume III, Is-
sue iii. This was a technical error 
with our publishing software and 
we have taken measures to insure 
the event will not repeat itself.

The article, written by Sunny Mok, 
was intended to include the follow-
ing: 

Counterattack:
Counterattack is an official name 
given by ICBC, and it means 
counterattack against drinking and 
driving. Sutherland’s Counterat-
tack club is “the longest continu-

ous running counterattack club in 
the Lower Mainland.” Any student 
can participate in this club; unfor-
tunately, Ms. Hopkins says she has 
enough members at the moment 
and has no room for newcomers; 
perhaps you can join next year. The 
club “encourages safe driving hab-
its,” and at each meeting they plan 
and prepare events (Cont’d page 20)
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or displays to help the community, es-
pecially teenagers, gain awareness about 
the danger of distractions during driv-
ing. The club meets every Friday for the 
whole lunch period. “The members have 
a sense of satisfaction in knowing that 
they are helping to promote a positive 
and healthy message to their peers and 
earn service hours.” Wait untill next year 
to be part of this fabulous club!

Winter 
Formal
Photos by 

Mr. Benoy

Rockin’ (and respect-
ful) Remembrance Day
Megan Young
On November 11, 2009, Sutherland stu-
dents came together to remember our 
fallen soldiers with a respectful, yet 
entertaining assembly. Every year we 
are graced with the choir’s rendition of 
“Flanders Field” and the Mosaic Club’s, 
“Peace in Every Language,” but this 
year there were some new and original 
presentations we got to enjoy. Ms. Bou-
gie’s Digital Media class put together a 
thought provoking slideshow that gave 
us a little more insight to whom we are 
really remembering. The fact that there 
was a personal aspect to the project was 
a really nice touch (different students 
used their voices to dub over each pic-
ture of a fallen Canadian soldier). It was 
a great way for the students watching to 
appreciate it even more. Another new 
addition was a small video presentation 
that Kang Won Lee, and 
Jamie Lawson (Gr. 12) put 
together, asking students 
what peace meant to them. 
The fact that our school 
is now ranked pretty high 

in a technological sense, it was a great 
change to see that be incorporated. Even 
though there were some slight technical 
problems, the speakers handled it with 
grace and sailed through the rest of the 
assembly. And really, who didn’t love 
hearing the solos preformed by Nora 
Rivera and Saige Wooley? With it be-
ing not too long, and not too short, this 
year’s Remembrance Day Assembly was 
a total success. Great job, Sutherland!
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The Sabre Trooth is 
published by students in 
Sutherland Secondary’s 
Journalism program. 
Students interested in 
taking an active role 
in the school commu-
nity through reporting 
on events around the 
school and are of inter-
est to the school com-
munity should talk to 
their counsellor about 
enrolling in Journalism 
during their next aca-
demic year.


